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Parent Newsletter

              HOME OF THE LIONS     

        October Issue 2011
10100 VARIEL AVENUE  CHATSWORTH, CALIFORNIA 91311 * TELEPHONE 818 678-7900 * FAX 818 349-4539 * WEBSITE www.lawrencemiddleschool.com

Date
Time

Event/Location

     
10/03
P.E. classes
ID Picture Day/MPR

10/03
6:00pm

PTSA Meeting/Library

10/04
12:00pm
LAS Meeting/Room 1

10/04
1:30pm

Early dismissal

10/05
6:00pm

Chatsworth Neighborhood




Council Meeting/Library

10/06
5:00pm

ELAC/CEAC Election

10/13
3:00-4:00pm
SBM Meeting/Library

10/13
5:00-6:00pm
ELAC/CEAC Meeting/Library

10/13
6:00-8:00pm
PHBAO Night

10/14
12:30pm
Early dismissal

10/17
P.E. classes
ID Picture Make-up Day/Room 1

10/20
3:00-4:00pm
SSC Meeting/PCR

10/20
6:00-7:30pm
Intervention Kick-off Mtg/MPR

10/22
4:30-10:30pm
Valley Malayalee Arts & Sports




Club/MPR

10/27
3:00-4:00pm
Haunted House/MPR

10/28
3:00-4:00pm
Haunted House/MPR
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Junior Scholarship Federation
Eighth grade students with good grades on their June, 2011 report cards have until October 7 to turn in an application for the California Junior Scholarship Federation.    Sixth graders cannot apply for CJSF, and 7th graders will be eligible to apply in February. Three semesters of membership will mean honors at culmination, and CJSF provides the only means for culminating with honors at Lawrence.  
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CJSF continued…
Membership requires a total of ten points in classroom subjects, with an A counting as three points, and a B counting as one point in regular classroom subjects.  No points are earned for office/teacher assisting or physical education. Students who were office/teacher assistants will only need a total of 8 points. A grade of A or B in an honors class counts as one extra point, up to a maximum of two additional points. A  D, Fail, or U in any subject, including Advisory or P.E., makes a student ineligible for that semester.  June 2012 grades are not included in determining honors for culminating 8th graders.  Academic grades must be from grade-level or honors classes only.   
Applications are available in the Magnet Office and must be turned in by October 7.  Late applications will not be accepted, even in the case of absence, and students must apply each semester for which they are eligible.  Students must bring their report card, or a copy of the report card, when they submit the application.  Report cards will be returned by the Advisory teacher at the completion of the application process.  
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THTHE DEAN’S DEN
The Dean’s Office would like to welcome the new members of the Lawrence family as well as all our returning Lawrence Lions.  The Administration, Dean, Counselors, Teachers and Staff are here to assist your child get the best education possible in a safe and secure environment.  We also strive to teach students the value of having good character, making smart decisions, and demonstrating Lawrence Pride.

In dealing with the student body at Lawrence Middle School, the Dean’s Office has three goals in mind.  These goals are: 1.) to keep all students safe from harm, 2.) to create and maintain a calm atmosphere and culture at our school, and 3.) to keep students out of and away from trouble.  By following our school rules and policies our students assist the Dean in establishing a safe and secure environment which facilitates learning.  With parental involvement and reinforcement at home, students will be able to achieve academic success as well as develop into individuals with good character.

[image: image6.wmf]Our students are reminded that they are at school for one reason, and that is to learn.  Any behaviors or actions which get in the way of our students’ academic success and positive character development are not allowed or tolerated.  The school staff works every day to ensure a positive and safe learning environment.

One policy we have at Lawrence to limit distractions is the restriction of the use of cellular phones.  The use of cell phones on campus is allowed before or after school only!  At Lawrence we understand parents’ desire for their child to carry a cell phone, but it must be turned off during school hours.  Students are not allowed to use or have their phones visible at any time during the school day, including nutrition and lunch.  Calling your child’s cell phone or sending him/her text messages is distracting to the educational process and is prohibited.  If you need to contact your child during the school day, it must be done through the school office.
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Dean’s Den continued….

Using one’s cell phone or digital camera to record people or events without consent for the purpose of posting it on the internet is a serious offense and is not allowed.  Students who upload images or events to the internet without consent can be punished by the law and the administration of the school.

Other types of electronic devices which may not be used during the school day are iPods, PSPs, or any type of MP3 music players.  Even if the device is not in use but is visible it may be confiscated by school personnel.  Earphones that are visible are considered part of the device as well.  Please inform your child of these policies so that their electronic device does not cause a distraction.

If electronic devices areconfiscated by school personnel they are stored in the Dean’s Office until it is picked up by a parent.  Each student must be responsible for letting his/her parent know the electronic device has been taken since the school will NOT be informing the parents.  Devices that can not be picked up by a parent will be returned to the students in June, during the last week of school.

“There are two kinds of people in the world, those who want to get out and do things, and those who want to stay at home and garden.”
Elizabeth Lawrence
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  Los Angeles Unified School District



      Division of Special Education  



   Parent Training Information Office 



         (PATIO)



Special Education Parent Training Calendar
October 12, 2011 – 9:30am-12:00pm,  Parent Resource Network – Complaint Response Unit Training Meeting, Beaudry Headquarters – 333 S. Beaudry Avenue, Los Angeles, 90017, 2nd Floor, Room 131.  Topic: Early Start Program.  For more information call 1-800-933-8133.
October 15, 2011 – 9:30am-12:00pm, Parent Resource Network – Complaint Response Unit Training Meeting, Beaudry Headquarters – 333 S. Beaudry avenue, Los Angeles, 90017, 19th Floor, Room 123.  Topic:  IEP Workshop Part II.  For more information call 1-800-933-8133.
October 22, 2011 – 10:00am-2:00pm, 9th Annual Special Education Resource Fair, Ochoa Learning Center, 5027 Live Oak Street, Cudahy, 90201.  For more information contact Vixente Medrano at 213-241-6701.



































































































HEALTH INSURANCE ENROLLMENT
FREE & LOW COST HEALTH CARE FOR CHILDREN
 *Medi-Cal*  *Healthy Families*  *Healthy Kids*
WHERE:

LAWRENCE SCHOOL-BASED CLINIC

DATES:

OCTOBER 13, 2011
8:30AM - 11:00AM


NOVEMBER 10, 2011
1:00PM – 3:00PM



DECEMBER 15, 2011
8:30AM – 11:00AM

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  818 678-7965

We need you to bring new ideas and insights to the School Site Council (SSC), Compensatory Education Advisory Committee (CEAC), English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) or School Based Management (SBM).

Thursday, October 6th the ELAC, CEAC and SSC will host their elections meeting in the Library at 5:00pm.  There will also be a presentation on the Secrets of Smart Web Searching.  If you have questions about what is involved in these groups please contact Mrs. Kim for ELAC and CEAC at 818-678-7929 or Mr. Troe for SSC at 818-678-7900 or bat1956@lausd.net.

If you would like to be apart of SBM or you would like more information about this committee please contact Ms. Maseda at 818-678-7900 or mmm3600@lausd.net.

PTSA needs you!  Join us on Monday, October 3 in the library from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Find out what the PTSA has planed for the 2011-2012 school year.  Sign up to help support the Magazine/Gift wrap fundraiser.

On Wednesday, October 26th the Parent Center will host Parents in Control with Tracy Hoberman, LCSW.  Learn how to make rules that work. Learn how to enforce those rules without the headache. This wonderful workshop will be in room 68 from 8:30am – 11:30pm.  For more information contact Allison Schimke 818-678-7900 voice mail 1670 or lawrence@takes4.net.

Please be patient with our office staff.  The cutbacks that took effect on September 23rd will greatly effect our campus.  Please voice your concerns to Linda Del Cueto at 818-654-3600 or by email district-1@lausd.net or you can contact our School Board Member Tamara Galatzan at 213-241-6386 or by email tamar.galatzan@lausd.net
The Parent Center is open Tuesday – Friday from 8:00am to 1:30pm in room 68, stop by, all are welcome. If you have question please contact Allison Schimke at lawrence@takes4.net or allison.schimke@lasud.net or by voice mail 818-678-7900 ext 1670.

Red Ribbon Week

Red Ribbon Week will be celebrated from October 17th -21st and is generously sponsored by our PTSA here at 
LMS.  Today, the Red Ribbon Celebration brings millions
See Red Ribbon on page 4
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Red Ribbon from page 3
 of people together to raise awareness about the dangers of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, and encourage prevention, early intervention, and treatment services. It is the largest, most visible prevention awareness campaign observed annually in the United States.  Please be sure to talk with your student about what is happening around Lawrence during that important week!

Haunted Happenings at Lawrence!

October brings lots of exciting events here at LMS:

· Thursday, October 27th 

Haunted House in MPR @

Lunch & Afterschool from 3 – 4 PM

· Friday, October 28th
Haunted House in MPR @

Lunch & Afterschool from 3 – 4 PM


Fall Festival & Dance in Gym 3-4 PM

· Monday, October 31st 

Costume Contest on Outdoor Stage

Lunch

Wristbands for the Fall Festival and unlimited access to the Haunted House will be on sale at the Student Store for $5.00.  Buy yours early – they sell out every year! Single entry tickets for the Haunted House are $1.00 and are also on sale at the Student Store.


Costume Safety

The following guidelines regarding Halloween Activities are provided to help all students and staff at Lawrence have an enjoyable and positive experience while maintaining student safety.

· Students may wear or bring costumes to school on Monday, October 31st . The single largest criteria is safety. Costumes should not impair a student’s vision or movement (i.e., ability to climb stairs, etc.) Costumes may not be demeaning to any ethnic group, race, religion, nationality, handicap condition, gender or individual at the school.

· Costumes should not cause significant disruption or distraction to the school program, i.e. no revealing costumes (French maids, nightwear, bathing suits, and etc.).

· No unsafe props, equipment, weapons, including replicas, are to be brought to school.
· No costumes are allowed that completely hide the identity of the student (i.e., gorilla suit, “Scream” character, etc.)
Costume safety continued…
· Masks may only be worn during our Costume Contest on the Peter Hughes Stage at nutrition on Monday, October 31st.
· All provisions regarding obscene materials or prohibited substances remain in effect. 







Principal’s Message
Lawrence MS has enjoyed a very good beginning, the 2011-12 school year.  The Academic Performance Index (API) has continued to climb to 806.  Our Student Leaders set an excellent tone for the year as they helped hundreds of new students during our orientations; find their classrooms, figure out how to open lockers and experience the beauty of Lawrence.  Members of the Neighborhood Council and others from Chatsworth came to the orientations and provided hundreds of backpacks for new students.
Over 300 volunteers from UCLA donated a day of cleaning and painting to our school.  Walls throughout our campus have been refreshed.  There is a new mural in the Music Building that everyone needs to see.  Seeing the students from UCLA and our Lawrence students celebrating together in the Nucleus and on the Outdoor Stage was the highlight of the day.
Our classes are full and our teachers are working hard to both challenge and help our students succeed.  This should be an outstanding year at Lawrence.

2011-2012 School District Calendar





FALL SEMESTER:		Sept. 7 – Feb. 3


SPRING SEMESTER:		Feb. 6 – June 22


WINTER RECESS:		Dec. 19 – Jan. 6


SPRING BREAK:		Apr. 2 – Apr. 6


SCHOOL CLOSED:		Sept. 29, Nov. 11,


			Nov. 24, Nov. 25,			Jan. 16, Feb. 20,	


			May 28


PUPIL FREE DAY:		June 25








------ ( -------------------- ( ---------------------(   TEAR-OFF   (------------------------- ( -------------------------(-------








Return to student’s Advisory teacher.  Returning tear-offs promptly is part of the Work Habits in Advisory class.











_______ I have received the Parent Newsletter, October Issue




















(___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


     Parent Signature	                                            Name of Student		    Advisory Room	 











		AM /tcf    H# _________











LAWRENCE SCHOOL-BASED CLINIC


PARENT WORKSHOP


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 6:00 PM





PREVENTING BULLYING & KEEPING YOUR CHILD SAFE


SPACE IS LIMITED – PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE


(818) 67-7964       (818) 678-7965


WORKSHOPS WILL BE HELD IN THE CLINIC BUNGALOW ON LEMARSH & INDEPENDENCE
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Attendance Corner





Whenever your child is absent, please bring a medical or parent written note to the Attendance Office to clear the absence.


Parents will receive 2 automated phone calls a day to notify the student’s absence.


Attendance Office will NOT deliver forgotten items to your child.  Parents can drop them off, but it will be assumed that the student knows to come pick it up during his/her lunch or Nutrition time. 


Please be on time to school.  Your child needs to be dropped off before the Warning bell, which rings at 7:46 a.m.








Title I News





Free/Reduced Meal Application


Your child may qualify for free or reduced meal at school.  If you qualify for reduced meal, it means your child’s breakfast is free and you’ll only pay $0.40 for lunch everyday.  Be sure to fill out the meal application form, which is available in the Main Office.  It’s one application for the whole family, so if you’ve already sent one in to another child’s school, you do not need to fill out another one.





EL News





Congratulations to the following students who have met all three criteria to be redesignated:





Tatiana Andrino-Vela, Erick Herrera, Ricardo Lopez, Jhos Mendoza Lopez, Juan Rodriguez, Andrea Serrano, Daiana Bogosian, Iliana Carranza-Lopez, Geraldo Fiscal, Joanna Funes-Smeail, Jose Ipina Jr., and Thai Tran. 





CEAC/ELAC Orientation will be on Thur. Oct. 6th at 5:00 pm in the library.  We need 5 parents for CEAC, and 5 parents for ELAC.  Please join us. 


1st CEAC/ELAC Meeting will be on Thur. Oct. 13th at 5:00 pm in the library.











_1163510302.doc
[image: image1.png]






